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‘THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY. 


— 0 — 


Dr. Lyman Abbott, who recently paid 
a brief visit to this city (Salt Lake), 
in an article in the Christian Unton 
concerning the future life, makes these 
remarks: 

„Of course this view involves a re- 
pudiation of the doctrine of the resur- 
rection of the body. That doctrine I 
do repudiate; I believe it to be incon- 
sistent with Scripture, antagonistic to 
science, and a product of a pagan and 


materialistic habit of thought. The 


phrase ‘resurrection of the body’ does 
not oceur in Scripture. The doctrine 
of the resurrection of the body—if 
thereby is meant the rising from the 
ve of the self-same body laid away 
ere—is directly — by Scrip 
ture. The resurrection. of the body 
of Lazarus and of Christ were mira- 
cles; that is, they are. physical si 
iritual invisible truth.“ 
| ere is any doctrine of the Bible 
more plain than another 
within the 
the doctrine of the resurrection of the 
body, which Dr. Abbott directly and 


of a 
If 


denies. He may find it 


cult of belief and still more diffi- 
cult of: ton; but that does 


not affect. its scripturality. To deny 


not 


of that volume, it is 


it, is to deny the Scriptures. Any 
man may —— both, but he cannot 
deny one without denying the other. 
He cannot believe in the Bible and 
disbelieve in the doctrine of the resur- 
rection of the body. | 

The tendency of modern so-called 
“Christian”. is away from 
the teachings of the Book for which 
all the sects pretend so much rever- 
ence. Anything it contains that does 
_ harmonize with their beliefs or 
disbeliefs, they construe or spiritual- 
ize to mean something totally differ- 
ent from the text and the light thrown 
upon it by the context. They declare 
that the Bible is “the only guide to 
salvation,” and that “whatsoever is 
not in ce therewith and can- 
not be proved thereby, ought not to 
be received as an article of aith,” and 
then deny some of its plainest and 
simplest and repudiate 
many of its most positive injunctions. 
Outside of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints there is not a 
sect or 4 — a church or a ereed, 
that accepts the doctrines of the Bible 
in their entirety, not one that is gov- 
erned by the principles and teachings 
and requirements of the New Testa- 


4] 
* 
— — — — ——.ʒñ—⸗] . — 
— jç§—5ßÜr˖—! ꝗ Ü] ¹1.2æ: ü ˙¹] —¹— — ' 
4 
ͤ—L 
* 
< 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


562 


ment, as they stand in the text un- 
changed by the interpretations of the 
theologians. 

Dr. Abbott is not alone among pro- 
minent “Christian” ministers in re- 
pudiating the Scriptural doctrine of 
the resurrection. Henry Ward Beecher 
holds similar views. Other prominent 
preachers, though not so out-spoken, 
entertain the same opinions. That 
rejection is a sign of their lack of di- 
vine authority. No man is a true 
servant of God or sent ambassador of 
Christ who denies the literal resur- 
rection exemplified in Jesus the risen 
Savior, who is “the first fruits of 
them that slept.“ The resurrection of 
His body is as essential a doctrine of 
the Christian faith as His atonement 
for the sins of the world. And the 
promise He made, that through Him 
all mankind shall be raised from the 
dead, is as true and faithful as the 
— of salvation through faith in 

im and obedience to His Gospel. 
No man who denies either was ever 
authorized of Him to speak or admini- 
ster in His behalf to the sons and 
daughters of men. 4 7 

It may be true that the phrase “the 
resurrection of the body” does not 
occur in ipture. But there are 
other phrases and sayings 
vey the doctrine even in a plainer 
manner than those words would do. 
Some of these we will refer to. Com- 
ing to the raising of Lazarus, cited by 
Dr. Abbott, and which he a res- 
urrection,“ we affirm that the mira- 
cle“ performed on that occasion was 
not à resurrection in the Scriptural 
sense. It was not that resurrection 

romised to those who are in Christ. 
at is a change of the body from 
mortality to immortality. Jesus was 
the “firstborn from the dead.“ None 
of Adam's race were resurrected on 
this planet before Him. The resusci- 
tation of Lazarus was only a revivifi - 
cation to mortal existence. Lazarus 
was as much subject to death after as 
before the miracle.“ He was but in 
the same condition as the son of the 
widow at Nain, or one healed by the 
Savior without passing thro the 
ordeal of death. Jesus gaid He would 
“ wake him out of his sleep“ | 
But let any rational person read the 


not at this, for the hour is comin 


they that have done good 


that con- | bod 
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and he will find the doctrine of the 
resurrection recognized by the Great 
eacher. The conversation between 
Him and Martha referred to the re- 
surrection at the last day,” and this 
she had learned from Him. He had 
announced to His disciple: “ Marvel 
in 
which all that are in their graves shall 
hear His voice and shall come forth; 
unto the 
resurrection of life, and they that have 
done evil unto the resurrection of 
damnation” (John v, 28). This isa 
promise and a prophecy. His pro- 
mises are true and faithful, and “no 
prophecy of the Scripture is of any 
— interpretation.” John, the 
loved Apostle, beheld the resurrec- 
tion to come in the vision vouchsafed 
to him on Patmos. He saw the dead 
raised who were in Christ and who 
were “ blessed and holy,” to the royal 
priesthood and glory oi the first res- 
urrection.” Then he beheld the rest 
of the dead who lived not until a thou- 
sand years had passed away, when the 
small and great were brought forth 
out of their graves, whether on land 
or in the depths of the sea to stand 
before God and be judged. What he 
saw was “the resurrection of the 


Dr. Abbott’s notion, as it has been 
set forth at different times in the 
Christian Union, is that resurrection 
tukes place at death, when the spirit 
is raised from the body into a. higher 
life in Christ, and that in a spiritual 
sense it takes place when a soul is 
converted to belief in Christ and thus 
spiritually passes from death unto life. 
ut how does this harmonize with the 
of —— His 
es? Jesus speaks, as we have quo 
of a resurrection to life and of another 
to damnation. Are the wicked res- 
ey when t are cast 
down to Hades? The resurrection — 
in to at the 
ast day,” one of the Lord's days—a 
of time — the 
r us arise in morning's 
dawn, the wicked to wait till that day 
is past, but all to come forth from 
Any figurative expressions in the 


account of the occurrence in John xi, | 


Scriptures relating to the passing from 


— 
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eath unto life by faith in Christ, are 
based on the actual, literal fact of the 
resurrection of thi One is the 


figurs, the other the reality. One is a 


simile, the other a substantiality. It 
is not merely the spirit that is to be 
raised, it is the body that contains the 
spirit that is to come forth. It is 
“this mortal” that is to “put on im- 
mortality;” “this corruptible” that is 
to“ * on incorruption.“ It is that 
which “sleeps” that is to be awak- 
ened.” Is the — “sown” in death? 
No, it is the body that is placed in the 
ground like the seed that dies before 
it is“ quickened.“ It is sown a na- 
tural y, it is raised a spiritual 
— * In the “resurrection of the 
dead, it is sown in corruption, it is 
raised in incorruption; it is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is 
sown in weakness, it is raised in pow- 
er.” All this relates to the body, not 
ae of man (See 1 Cor. xv 

eh the resurrection of the just 
takes place, it is not at the death of 
each individual, but at the day ap- 
pointed, when the Lord “ shall judge 
the quick and the dead at his appear- 
ing and his on, omar (2 Tim. iv, 1); 
and then “the Lord himself sha 
descend from heaven with a shou 
with the voice of the archangel, an 
with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first” (1 Thess, iv, 
16). And the transformation that is 
to come in the resurrection, when 
Paul says “ we shall all be changed,” 
is of the body, not the spirit. “ For 
our conversation is in heaven; from 
whence also we look for the Savior 
the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall 


change our vile body, that it may be 


fashioned like unto his glorious body” 
(Philip. iii, 20,21). 
The resurrected, glorious body of 
Jesus, then, is the pattern of the 
bodies which His disciples are to in- 
berit. He is the first fruits, a sample 
of those that are to follow. In the 
resurrection as well as in the spiritual 
birth He is “the first born among 
many brethren.” at it was His 
body that was raised from the tomb 
is evident from all the accounts of 
those who have written upon it. In 
Luke xxiv it is placed beyond doubt 
that He was not a mere “spirit,” as 


the disciples supposed when He ap- 
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peared to them, but a being with a 
er body of flesh and bones.” 
And yet it was a spiritual body. He 
was “put to death in the flesh, but 

uickened by the spirit.” The body 
that was in the tomb, with the marks 
of the nails and the spear, was raised 
up by the power of God, quickened 
by spirit instead of blood, and fitted 
to ascend on high, having power over 
the laws that govern the grosser mate- 
rials of this earth. 

Dr. Abbott says this was a “ mira- 
cle.” He can call it what he pleases, 
but it was an ensample of that which 
is to come. Just such a body as 
Christ d in the resurrection, 
those who are in Him will receive, 
that where He is they may be, and 
that when He reigns they may reign 
with Him as kings and priests unto 

. The miracle“ wrought in one 
case may be repeated in any number 
of cases. If one body can be raised 
from mortality to immortality, so can 
any number of bodies, The process 


may be. miraculous to those who do 
not understand it, and yet be perfectl 
88 to Him who comprehends all 
things. 

Dr. Abbott says: “The rising from 
the grave of the selfsame y laid 


away there is directly refuted by the 
Scriptures.” But he 28 cite a 
single passage in support of his state- 
ment. If he could do so he would 
simply make the Scriptures contradict 
themselves. Probably he refers to 
Paul's saying: That which thou sow- 
est thou sowest not that body that 
shall be,” and “flesh and blood can- 
not inherit the kingdom of God.” We 
are not aware of any others that can 
be supposed to lean to his view of the 
subject. But the meaning 
is very plain. The sown, like 
the seed from which the new plant 


arises, goes into corruption, but out of 


that decaying mass comes forth the 
new bap and to every seed his own 
body.” It is not that body that shall 
be, r it is raised a spiritual, in- 
corruptible, immortal body. But it is 
a body, not an unembodied spirit. It 
is not quickened by blood, for that is 
corruptible, but it is quickened b 

spirit. Flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God, but flesh and 


bones quickened by an immortal, in- 


° 
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corruptible spiritual fluid can inherit 
the kingdom of God, for Jesus had a 
body of that character, and will 
“change our vile bodies and fashion 
them like unto his glorious body.” 
There is no other resurrection spoken 
of in Scripture but the resurrection of 
the body, unless it be some tive 
expressions which derive their force 
from that resurrection, and but for it 
would have no meaning. 

The doctrine of Christ teaches not 
only the resurrection of the just, but 
the resurrection of the unjust. As 
in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all 

be made alive.” By the sin of one all 
mankind pass through death; by the 
righteousness and voluntary death of 
one all will be redeemed from death. 
But “every man in his own order.” 
Christ is the first, next “those who are 
Christ’s at his coming,” then at the 
end of the thousand years the 
small and great, are to be brought 
forth and all receive their appropriate 
p There is one glory of the 
sun, and another glory of the moon, 
and another glory of the stars; for 
one star differeth from another star in 


glory. So also is the resurrection of 
the dead.“ This is New Testament 


doctrine. It is the doctrine of Christ. 
It is the doctrine of all of His A 
tles. It is a fundamental doctrine of 
the Christian faith. To deny it is to 
9 Christ himself. 
The Christian Union has frequently 
said that the resurrection theory is not 
to be found in the Old Testament, 
that the old prophets knew poring 
about it. Job, David, Isaiah, Ezekiel, 
Daniel, all give evidence that this is 
erroneous. Job declared with rap- 
ture, “though after my skin, worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God.” And this was to be 
in the latter day, when his Redeemer 
should ‘‘stand upon the earth.” David 
proclaimed that the Lord would not 
allow His “holy one to see corrup- 


tion.” Isaiah predicted that the earth 


should “cast out her dead;” that those 
who “dwell in dust” shall awake; 
that “together with his dead 

they shall arise.” 
whole house of Israel 
of their gra ves, their bones covered 
with flesh and sinews and skin, and 
quickened by the Spirit of God, stand 


body | dwell with Christ and be like 
Ezekiel saw the all 
brought up out 


| 
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n their feet. “an exceeding grea 
| anny.” Daniel foretold a time when 
many * sleép in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
ing contempt” (Job xix, : m 
10; lah xxvi, 19; ‘Ezekiel 
XXEvii; Daniel xii, 2). 
This eminently Scriptural. doctrine 
is not “the product of a pagan and 
materialistic habit of thought,” but of 
the teachings of divine revelation. It 
comes from “the word of the Lord.” 
And it is not “antagonistic to science.” 
It is antagonized by the vain philo- 
sophy” of an age in which s tive 
theories and egotistical unbelief are 
often falsely called by the name: of 
science. But science relates to that 
which is demonstrated or gives rules 
for its demonstration, and science has 
not demonstrated and cannot demon- 


dead, | strate that Christ was never raised 


from the dead. The evidence.of the 
fact is above the doubts and denials 
which pass for science. And that one 
resurrection contains the promise and 
potency of the resurrection of the 
whole race, for He that is risen is “the 
resurrection and the life,” and “all 
that are in their ves” shall hear 
His voice and shall come forth!“ 
We have not space and did not in- 
tend to open up the scientific aspect 
of this important question, but have 
touched upon its 
that was denied by the talented editor 
of one of the leading religious papers 
of the country. V 
It is a doctrine full of hope and joy 
to the bereaved, and they are the 
whole human family. The certainty 
of clasping to our hearts again the 
loved and lost, of meeting them in 
immortal life with every part and 
feature and gift and charm restored, 
in glory and incorruption, where death 
cannot enter, » Invade or sor- 
row ever come, where families orga- 
nized after the heavenly pattern shall 
be reunited and build forever upon 
the foundations laid in time, and with 
countless hosts of the redeemed shall 
1 with Him in 
things, is worth more than all the 
treasures of a thousand worlds like 


is. : 
Perish the heresies that would weak-. 
en the force of this sure and certain 


* 
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hope, born of the faith of the G ! 
Let no believer in the truth be robbed 


of his trust in the promise of the re- 
surrection. Beware lest any man 
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spoil through philosophy and 
vain after — of 
this world and not after Christ. 


Deseret News. 
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FUTURE PUNISHMENT.—THE SCRIPTURAL HELL 


BY ELDER JOHN H. KELSON. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 548.] 


Bur according to the eternal purpose | 


e clouds of apostasy 
For three 
Rome, from 


of Jehovah. th. 
were permitted to gather. 
centuries the Emperors of 


Nero to Dioclesian, waged a relentless | a 


war of extermination against the 
imitive Christian Church. The 
res of persecution were not quenched, 
they died out only when there was no 
fuel left to feed them. Then followed 
a reign of spiritual darkness, of moral 
gloom and death, called the dark ages 
of Christendom. During this long, 
dreary night of over a thousand years, 
the Romish Church ruled suprem 
and she was sunk in the depths 
most abominable idolatry and corrup- 
tion. Lucifer, the Beast, and the 
False Prophet held upon the earth 
almost absolute sway. — | 
Heathen mythology was resurrected 
and dressed in new colors. The deities 
of Brahma, of Egypt and Delphos 
were set up again, but invoked by 
upiter and Juno, but t worship- 
ed the Pope and the . Mary 
They did not prostrate themselves 
before Isis or the oracle at Delphi 
but 5 crawled upon all fours an 
kissed his Holiness’ big toe. Instead 
of the old gods, they adored images 
and pictures of apostles, saints and 
martyrs whom their fathers had killed. 
Instead of oracles, wizards and sor- 
cerers, they introduced cords of relics, 
pieces of the cross, and rotten coffia- 
wood ‘from the tombs of saints; bits 
of staves used by holy pilgrims; bones 
and toe-nails and teeth of the Twelve 
Apostles were collected by the bushel 
and sold by pope and cardinal, by 
monk and P riest, as charms und spells 
inst calamities and evil spirits. 
They turned their churches into hea- 
then temples, burned incense before 
their altars, sprinkled holy water 


upon the people instead of blood, and 
offered Jesus as a daily sacrifice in 
their mass service. All this was called 
“mystery,” to conceal its brazen idol- 


It was not possible to re-establish 
the literal pagan hell in Rome or 
Spain, so they invented an imaginary 
one, according to the old pattern, but 
more horrible and lasting, and located 
it in the spirit world. In this hell are 
rekindled the fires of Molech and 
te accompanied by all the re- 
ulsive 125 of the ancient toys 
ogical and idolatrous orgies. This is 
the hell of Christian theology, and 
this is the source from whence its 
imaginary horrors are derived. 

Satan is not yet cast into a place of 
torment, although his rebellion com- 
menced before man was upon the 
earth. He and his angels are reserved 
until the judgment of the great day, 

et man has prepared a hell for his 


ellow sinner. Satan is not away in 


some dismal abode tormenting the 
. | spirits of the dead, but he is walking 


| “to and fro in the earth” This fact 


alone takes all the music out of the 
of praise to God for a present 


ell, 

It is declared that the sinner's pun- 
ishment is endless and eternal. the 
sinner is capable of enduring torment 
to an endless duration, then man is 
equal to God in immortality, though 
in an unsaved state, and evil is im- 
mortal as well as good; he is po 
of more power than is ascribed to 
Omuipotence, Eternal life in a state 
of felicity is consistent with the divine 
nature of Deity, but the torments of 
the wicked are antagonistic to life— 


| it is life straggling against death. It 


would require less vitality and power 
of endurance to exist in eternal peace 


and congeniality, than in endless 


tr 
| 
— 
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suffering and warfare. The lost sin- 
ner is therefore more potent than his. 


Maker. This is the inevitable logic 
of the Christian dogma of endless 
punishment. But “the last enem 
which shall be destroyed is death; 
He will destroy death and him who 


holds the power thereof; and that is 


the devil.” When death and the devil 


are destroyed, where will the Christian 


hell be? | 
It is claimed that hell is a place 
where hope and mercy can never enter; 
that damned souls are hopelessly re- 
bellious and 1 that there 
is no repentance in the ve, nor 
loa offered to the dead“ When 
ives was in torment, “he lifted u 
his eyes, but seeing Abraham afar o 
with Lazarus in his bosom, he cried, 
Father Abraham, have mercy on me. 
aden Then he said, I pray thee, there- 
fore, father, that thou wouldest send 
him (Lazarus) to my father’s house, 
for I have five brethren, that he might 
testify unto them, lest they come 
into this place of torment.” This is 
the language of contrition and hum- 
ble supplication, not of rebellious en- 
mity. It breathes a spirit of sympa- 
thetic solicitude for the welfare of 
others, not of hatred and hard- heart- 
edness. in, Jesus went and 
to the dead those who had 
een wicked and disobedient in the 
flesh. He not only offered them sal- 
vation, but wey! liberated them, 
“that they might live according to 
God in the spirit.“ Jesus said, “They 
that be in the grave shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and they 
that hear shall live.“ They had re- 
saved; they were oned, or the 
could not have deen liberated. . 
The word hell occurs fifty-four times 
in the Bible; thirty-one times in the 
Old Testament, and twenty - three 
times in the New. In the Old Testa- 
ment, hell is tranelated in every case 
from the Hebrew word sheol. In the 
Ne it is translated ten times from 
the Greek word Hades, twelve times 
from the Greek Gehenna, and once 
from the Greek Tartarus. 
Our old English word hell, which, 
though used for the place of torment, 
is derived from the Saxon helan, to 
hide; or from hell, a cavern, ancientl 


| fire, 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


denoting the concealed or unseen place 
of the dead in general.“ — 
Biblical Dictionary. 

It is an old lish, or rather 
Saxon word, signifying a place of con- 
cealment.”—Burton’s Bib. Dic. 

“The place of the dead, or souls 
after death; the lower regions, or the 
grave; hades.Muttalls Eng. Dic. 

Thus we see, from these authorities, 
that our word hell is the place where 
all spirits go after death. “To heal 
over is to cover; hell is to hide. Heal- 
ing is the covering of the roof of a 
building. In East Suffolk to cover 
up beets or potatoes with earth is 
called healing—a Mole of potatoes or 
beets. In Lincolnshire the same 
thing is called a grave—a grave of 
beets or a grave of potatoes. In Sus- 
sex they still Rel up a person in bed. 
Our Saxon ancestors used the word 
hell for the grave, derived from helan, 
to cover. Biblical Pgychology (For- 
ester). 

I will now examine each passage in 
the Old Testament where the word 
hell occurs, with a view to get its 
right Scriptural meaning. is 
the exact equivalent of hell, or helan. 
In Hebrew it means a covered or 


mysterious indefinite locality under 
ground, 23 all the dead were 
go. 
For a fire is kindled in mine an- 
ger, and shall 1. 20, Thie lowest 
ell” (Deut. xxxii, 22) is is po- 
ken of the living and not of the dead; 
the fire was the judgments of the Al- 
mighty threatened or the wicked 
re the earth. They were to be 
“burnt with hunger, and devoured 
with burning heat.” The teeth of 
beasts,” the poison of serpents and 
the sword,” were to accompany the 
“ The sorrows of hell compassed 
me about” (2 Sam. xxii, 6). This is 
repeated in Psa. xviii, 5, and exvi, 3. 
In a comparative way David here 
alludes to the terrible affliction and 
distress of spirit he had suffered on 
account of his sins. They are con- 
sistently associated in his mind with 
the gloom and sorrow of death and 
the tomb. It is as high as heaven; 
what canst thou do? deeper than hell; 
what canst thou know! (Job xi, 8). 
“ Hell is naked before him des- 


truction hath no covering” (Job xxvi, 


7 
1 


6. 
ou; and all the nations that forget 
God” (Psa. ix, 17). : 

These passages do not contain any 
intimation of a place of torment, but 
refer to a place like the grave, which 
is dark and gloomy, deep below the 
ground, the place where the wicked 
and the dead 3 go. 

Psalm xvi, 10, also Acts ii, 31: For 
thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; 
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy 
One to see corruption.“ Peter applies 
these words to the Savior, that His 
soul was not left in hell.“ Will the 
most exacting Christian say that Jesus 
went to a place of fiery torment? And 
yet He went to the same place (sheoi 
as the rest of the dead go to, that is 
the grave, but his flesh did not not 
see corruption there. These passages 
have no reference whatever to 1 Peter 
iii, 19, where the apostle says His 
Spirit “went and preached to spirits 
in prison” (Greek phulaka, a guard or 
watch; imprisonment; a prison; vigi- 
lance). David speaks of the Savior's 
body; Peter refers to His Spirit. His 
body went to, or was laid in-sheol, the 
tomb; His Spirit went to the prison 
house of spirits. 

Psalm lv, 15: Let death seize upon 
them, and let them go down quick 
into hell.“ This refers to the grave, 
for it is so written in the margin. 

Psalm cxxxix, 8: If I ascend up 


into heaven, thou art there: if I make 


my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.” 
Another antiphon which proves no- 
thing for the popular hell. i 

Prov. vii, 27: Her house is the 


way to hell; going down to the cham- 


bers of death.” Chap. v, 5: Her 
feet go down to death; her steps take 
hold on hell.“ Chap. ix, 18: “ But he 
knoweth not that dead are there; 
bes graces in the depths of hell” (so 
s the original.) Chap. xv, II: 
„Hell and destruction are before the 
Lord: how much more then the hearts 
of the children of men? Verse 24: 
“The way of life is above to the wi 
that he may depart from hell beneath.’ 
Chap. xxiii, 13, 14: Withhold not cor- 
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“The wicked shall be turned into 
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rection from the child: for if thou 
beatest him with the rod, he shall not 
die. Thou shalt beat him with the 
rod, and shalt deliver his soul from 
hell.“ Chap. xxvii, 20: Hell and 
destruction are never full; so the eyes 
of man are never satisfied” All these 
passages are tropes and poetical. anti- 


| phons, and the word hell is used in 


opposition to prosperity, life and hap- 
piness; and in each case the word 
grave might be substituted for hell 
without doing any violence to the 
sense. 

Isaiah v, 14: “Therefore hell hath 
enlarged herself, and opened her 
mouth without measure: and their 


heol) | glory, and their multitude, and their 


pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall des- 
cend into it.” This is spoken of “hon- 
orable men” (verse 13), and their 
and their pomp” are to des- 
cend into where? The grave, of course, 
not into fiery torments. 

Isaiah xiv, 9: Hell from beneath 
is moved for thee, to meet thee at thy 
coming; it stirreth up the dead for 
thee.” Here the translators, seeing 
their difficulty to reconcile the con- 
text with the idea of the Christian 
hell, have put grave in the margin. 
And in verse 11: “Thy 23 is 
brought down to the grave” (sheol). 
Why not translate it hell? Because 


| “the worm is spread over thee, and 


the worms cover thee,” is too glaring- 
ly in they 
jump back to again, ough it 
15 “to the sides of the pit.” 
Isaiah xxviii, 15 and 18: “ We have 
made a covenant with death, and with 
hell we are at agreement.” These are 
figurative expressions employed b 
the prophet to describe the powerf 
agents of evil and mischief which the 
“scornful men that rule in Jerusa- 
lem” — 14) intended against God's 
ople. 
Ivii, 9: “And didst debase 
thyself even unto hell.” A figure 
used in referende to living persons— 
viz, “sons of the sorceress,” etc., 


| | (verse 3). 


Iro Be CONTINUED.) 


Let your recreations be manly, not sinful. Labor to keep alive in your breast the 


*. 
* 
little spark of celestial fire called conscience 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1886. 


A MEDDLING OFFICIAL., 

THERE is in New York a governmental Board of Commissioners of Emigra- 
tion, whose duty it is to see that all laws and regulations pertaining to that 
business are duly honored and enforced. Prominent among these laws is one 
to prevent the landing of foreign paupers, idiots, convicts and persons likely. 
to become a public charge. It can readily be seen that great difficulties 
attend the practical operation of such a law, good as it may be in theory and 
intent, and, as a matter of fact, it is not systematically enforced. _ | 

There are no people to whom this law has less application than Mormon” 
emigrants. Our system of emigration and the character of our people who 
emigrate have been so long before the world in the light of publicity that 
they are very generally understood, and we have no fear of contradiction 
from any well-informed, fair minded person when we assert that for intelli- 
gence, cleanliness, good order, and freedom from all probability of ever becom- 
ing public charges or burdens, our emigrants are at least fully up to the 
average. But notwithstanding these well known and generally admitted 
facts, it appears that Mr. Edmund Stephenson, a member of the Board of 
Emigration Commissioners, has repeatedly endeavored to obstruct the land- 
ing of “ Mormon” emigrants in New York, claiming that this law, which pro- 
hibits the landing of improper persons, has application to them. However, 
de has always been overruled by his fellow-Commissioners, who are more 

highly endowed with common sense than himself. His greatest attempt at 
obstruction seems to have been made against our third, or June company, 
which, as our readers will remember, was put to some inconvenience through 
his officiousness. Being, as usual, overruled by the other members of the 
Board he addressed a letter, on the 15th of July, and which was published on 
the Ist ult., to Acting Becaetary Fairchild of the U. S. Treasury, and says in 
it, in reference to our June. n which, by the way, was rather numeri- 
cally magnified in his eyes: 


And all these 497 ns were allowed to land, in the o pinion of th 
majority of the Saat of f Commissioners, said —— were — likely to 
become a — . and they were under the care of, and homes would 
be provid the church and society represented by the “Mormon 
said persons would no me a ie charge was 9 WIess 
community and the statements o its “Elders.”¢ 
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I am this day informed at Castle Garden that-there are now on their way 
to this port two steamships with over 700 similar Mormon immigrants on 
board, and that there are still more to follow; and I desire most earnestly to 
protess against their being allowed to land, and respectfully urge upon you 

the importance of this matter, and request from you instructions in time 
either-to prevent or allow their I claim —— that the act of 
Congress was ay ra 9 to and does prevent the landing of any and all persons 
to this country for the purpose and with the intent of aiding and abetting in 
the violation of the law of God and of the statutes of these United 
and more especially where such ons, as in the case of those landed from 
the Nevada, have no means of support save as they derive the same by or 
through the Church of the Latter-day Saints. 

The animus of the gentleman is easily seen in his wholesale charge that the 
“Mormons” are a lawless community, when it is well known that with the 
exception of a law of more than doubtful constitutionality, and which was 
specially enacted against a religious principle, the laws of the United States are 
nowhere more honored than by the Latter-day Saints in Utah. 

Several New York papers, in commenting upon the wild assertions of Mr. 
Stephenson, point out the absurdity of his assumption that the “Mormon” 
emigrants are intending to violate the law of God and the statutes of the 
United States. A Board of Emigration Commissioners will need to be com- 
posed of men possessing more than human powers if they are to sit in judg- 
ment upon the intentions of emigrants entering the port of New York. 
Unless a man avows his intentions they are commonly supposed to be known 
only to himself and his God, until he manifests them by his consequent acts. 
To make Mr. Stephenson’s course consistent, the law must be amended to 

read: “ All emigrants intending to become convicts shall be excluded from 
2 port of New York, and Mr. Stephenson is authorized to determine who 
have such intentions.” 

But Mr. Stephenson seems also to have a fear that the “ Mormons” are 
intending to violate the Jaw of God as well as the statutes of the United 
States. This assertion is very evidently aimed at the principle of plural 
marriage, which is a part of our religion. He also professes to have a fear 
that the “ Mormon” emigrants, through their poverty, may become a public 
charge to the United States. The N ow York Sun, a leading American paper, 
thus meets these questions. 

In a letter to the of the Mr. Edward Ste hen- 
son, of our taken the — 
are authorized by law to prevent the landing of the hordes of Mormon con- 
verts who come 110 this port. The law. to which he refers is that of August 
15 1882, and shuts out from our shores any n unable to take care of 

imself or herself without becoming a public charge.“ 

om seems that on the 7th of 2 month (July) the steamship Nevada arrived 
at New York from Liverpool with 407 such converts, who were allowed to 
land, because in the opinion of the yority of the Emigration Commissioners 
— * as ng Be likel y to become a a, lic — since they were in the care 

who had undertaken to provide homes for them. Mr. 
—— belds t this decision was wrong, inasmuch as “the only evi- 
dence hetore the Commissioners that said persons would not become a public 
Se an was the guarantee of a —— community, and the statements of its 


Two other steamers, bri more than one thousand additional 
Mormon converts, were daily at the date of his letter, July wopted 
and he therefore protested to the Acting Secretary: against the course ado 


by the Commissioners with respect to such immigrants. 


: * 
* * 
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It is very plain that the majority of the Commissioners are supported by a 
—— — 2 the law, and that Mr. Stephenson is all wrong 
as to his head, however right he may be as to his heart. Everybody knows 
that the imported Mormons will not become a public charge, but will speedily 
be put in the way of supporting themselves and furnishing tribute to the 
Mormon Church, no matter how poor in purse they may be on their arrival. 
They are not paupers, and they do not come here for the purpose of subsisting 
at the public expense. But we shall not undertake to argue that point, for 
it seems to us quite evident that such immigrants do not come within the 
proscription of the act, which applies to paupers and so-called “ assisted 
emigrants,” who are sent over to occupy our poor houses. ' 

What wish to refer to is a — of Mr. —— 
. ormonism, or, more spec , polygamy, as being in v on 
of the law of God and of the statutes of 3 nited States.” : 

Now, polygamy is undoubtedly forbidden by our law, but when Mr. 
Stephenson declares that it is contrary to the law of God, what does he mean? 
It was not in violation of the Mosaic law, and was commonly practiced by 
the Old Testament patriarchs. There are no positive injunctions against the 
practice in the Bible. Jesus says nothing on the "pe and yet polygamy 
still existed among the Jews of His day, though it had fallen in pretty general 
disuse. St. Paul, in his first epistle to Timothy, seems, by implication, to 
countenance polygamy when he says: “A bishop, then, must be blameless, 
the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good vior, given to hospitality, 
apt to teach.” The Christian converts over whom the Apostle exercised such 
careful supervision were often, as we well know, taken from among people 
who practiced eam? ; and in recent times Bishop Colenso, in Africa, and 
missionaries of different Protestant denominations in India have deemed it : 
expedient to allow heathen polygamists to retain their wives after baptism. 
They may keep those they have, but the converts must take no more wives; 
and the exception is defended on the ground that it would be cruel to break 
up family relations already established. It is plain, therefore, that these 
missionaries do not look upon polygamy as in violation of the law of God, 
else it would be their duty to absolutely forbid the practice at any cost. 

It is evident that Mr. Stephenson has a very limited understanding of the 
law of God, and from the strained interpretation he is giving the United 
States statutes, we think his comprehension of their spirit and intent is not 
much better. We do not know what instructions he will receive from the 
Treasury department, but the instruction he seems to be most in need of is 
that afforded by a piece of sound, practical advice, known as the “ Mormon” 
creed: “ Mind your own business.” The statement that two steamboats were 
daily expected with 700 or 1,000 “Mormon” emigrants will be interesting 
news to our readers. Strange it is that when the “ Mormons” form the topic 
of consideration, people seem to be seized with the spirit of the boy who 


magnified our cat and another” into a thousand. ‘hp ie 


— 


EARTHQUAKES. 
No phenomenon of nature possesses such terrors for man as the earthquake. 
Those who have never witnessed one cannot conceive the intense horror that 
usually lays hold of all who come within its influence. We are accustomed 
to the treachery of the mighty deep, which is ever varying its mood from 
lovely calm to furious storm, and we become used to the ravages of angry 
winds and fierce fire, but when the solid earth refuses to afford us firm foot- 
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ing and safety, and, like an inhuman mother, rends and devours its own off- 
spring, we are appalled, for we know not where to flee. 

Within a few weeks accounts have come to us from nearly all quarters of 
the globe of the ravages of this mighty agency. It is seldom that the terrors 
of the earthquake have affected so large a portion of the human family and its 
power been felt over so great an area in so short a time. Nearly all the conti- 
nents have felt its force within a very brief season, and like the blessing of 
Jacob it has reached “to the utmost bounds of the everlasting hills.” We 
are thrilled with horror when we think that a comparatively slight increase 
of its force would have devastated some of the fairest regions of the earth 
and engulphed millions of our fellow creatures. At such a time how insig- 
nificant appears the power of man, and how unsubstantial his glory! We do 
not wonder at the fear that has fallen upon nations who have thus been 
brought face to face with a dread power before which human skill and strength 
offer as slight resistance as the reed to the hurricane. If these visitations 
will have a tendency to draw mankind nearer to God, and make them more 
humble and repentant, forsaking their sins and doing that which is right and 
acceptable in His sight, they will not be without their uses and blessings. 

We read that many thousands of people in the United States in the height 
of their fear betook themselves to prayer and confessed their sins. A repent- 
ance that can only be born of the horror of such an hour is rather a tardy one, 
and savors of a death-bed repentance. It is to be feared that when the horror 
passes the repentance will go with it. 

„But their hearts wounded like the wounded air 
_ Soon close, where past the shaft no trace is found; 

As from the wing no scar the sky retains, 

The parted wave no furrow from the keel.” 

Earthquakes are mentioned among the signs that would precede the second 
coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Some learned men may ridicule 
this and say that earthquakes have been of periodic occurrence from the 
beginning. It is true that taken alone they would not constitute a definite 
and unerring indication of that great event, but in connection with other 
signs foretold by the Savior they have a great significancy and bearing. Let 
the reader study carefully the 24th chapter of Matthew. Earthquakes played 
an iinportant part in the destruction of the wicked upon the American con- 
tinent, at the time of the crucifixion of our Savior in Palestine, (Sse Book of 
Mormon, 8th chapter of Nephi,) and the effects of their terrific power on that 
occasion are seen to-day in the upheaved strata and the rent rocks and torn 
mountains that arrest the attention of the traveler in those lands. 3 

The testimony that the New Testament gives as to the oceurrence of great 
earthqnakes in the last days, is confirmed to the Latter-day Saints by modern 
_ revelation. In sending His servants out to preach the Gospel and prune His 

vineyard for the last time, the Lord says: For not many days hence and 
the earth shall tremble atid reel to and fro as a drunken man, and the sun 
shall hide his face, and shall refuse to give light, and the moon shall be bathed 
in blood, and the stars ghall become exceeding angry, and shall cast them- 
selves down as a fig that falleth from off a fig tree. And after your testimony 
cometh wrath and indignation upon the people; for after your testimony 
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cometh the testimony of earthquakes, that shall cause groanings in the midst 
of her, and men shall fall upon the ground, and shall not be able to stand. 
And also cometh the testimony of the voice of thunderings, and the voice of 
lightnings, and the voice of tempeste, and the voice of the waves of the sea 
heaving themselves beyond their bounds. And all things shall be in com- 


motion; and surely, men’s hearts shall 


people” (Doc. and Cov., Sec. 88, v. 87-91). 


fail them; for fear shall come upon all 
G. O. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder Joseph S. Wells is released from the 
Liverpool Conference and appointed to labor in the Welsh Conference. 


Loxpox ConFERENCE.—Meetings will be held at Orson’s Assembly Rooms, 
23, New Road, Commercial Road, London, E., on Sunday, September 19, 
1886, commencing at 10-30 a.m. and 2-30 and 6-30 p. m. 


President Wells and many Utah Eld 


ers are expected to attend. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
0 


INTERESTING REPORT OF AFFAIRS IN 
Consta 5 le, Aug. 27, 1886. 
ntinople, Aug. 27, 1 

President D. H. Wella 

Dear Brother, — There is nothing of 
an unusual character in the missidn- 
ary work here since I last wrote, but 
the coup d etat in Bulgaria last week 
has so excited the political elements 
in these parts, and the war clouds are 
Re so thick, I felt you would 

ke to know something of the politi- 
cal outlook. Lou will have learned 
before this that Prince Alexander of 
Bulgaria has been detbroned, that the 
provisional government was over- 
thrown, and that Bulgaria is now un- 


der a regency of three. | 

Tt has all been brought about by 
Russian policy in the extension of 
pansclavism. By the Berlin Treaty 
after the last Russio-Turkish war, 
Prince Alexander of Battenburg was 
pleced on the throne of Bulgaria, He 


1 


their power to draw the 22 in 
their affections away from Alexander. 
It has been a complete system of es- 
pionage, and when a few politicians 
and 3,500 of the troops were drawn 
over, the Prince was seized, escorted 
out of the land, and a provisional gov- 
ernment established, with Russia, of 
course, at its back. The Russian sys- 
tem of espionage is extensively worked 
throughout Turkey, evidently to dis- 
member the nation and effect its over- 
throw. One of these spies was here 
some time in the house where I am 
located, and I had an opportunity to 
make some observations of the - 


* 


of the Bismarck school, and would 
not submit to Russian dietation, but 
was — 1 carry out —— — 
considered an t poli 
the sole benefit of bis — 


policy which created a t pore 
tween him and the * 

an her underhand work 2 
tering agents and rubles liberally 


able system. However, the Turks are 
collecting their soldiers from distant 
provinces, and their mili move- 
ments throughout indicate their ex- 
yectation of war. This movement of 
ia is re here as a sort of a 

slap in the face which she ee iven 
to the other Great Powers, England's 
treacherous treatment of the Turks 
bas well nigh destroyed her influence 
among them, and the position with 
Russia is very uufavorable. to her. Of 
course England has not assumed to 
o into Russia and set things right as 
she has done here; she would be taken 
by the neck and pants and pitched 


out unless she took some of the Great 
Powers along to help h 


throughout Bulgari Some politi- 
wore bought over and did all in 


has closed the free port, 
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he storm may continue 
to gather its forces for a time, but it 
will be the more terrible when it does 
come. The political horizon grows 
darker. People in these parts 

every day to hear of the declaration 
of war. The Turks are negotiating 
for a heavy loan, and are moving their 
troops on to the Bulgarian frontier. 
Everybody is curious to know how 
the Bulgarian difficulties can be 
bridged over, and who will next sit 
on the throne in that land. The peo- 
ple, if the Great Powers submitted it 
to them, wonld undoubtedly choose 
their hero of 85. than a year 
ago he led his country to victory by 
his superior generalship; 2 the 

tly forced 


Russians have indirec him 
to abdicate the throne. 

The politics here remind one — 
much of Utah. There are hund 
of politicians whose support depends 
on the foreign policy towards this 
nation. All the great nations have 
been planting for some time heavy 
interests here in hopes, it would ap- 
pear, to some day enjoy the benefits 
of plunder. There has been consi- 
derable of what might be termed — 
way robbery of the Turks by r 
nations. — is frequently refer- 
red to as the sick man — would better 
be the weak man. In Turkey, Russia | 
seems to claim the right to plunder; | 
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England tries to make her plunder 
appear respectable, and Austria is 
not above helping ‘herself to ‘stolen 
fruit. Who is it that agitates the 
world so much about Turkish atro- 
cities} Men whose support, and often 


| wealth, grows out of the agitations. 


Turkey will do everything possible to 
avoid war, and the Emperor William 
will not op the Czar’s ambitions 
more than he can possibly help. Be- 
fore this reaches you, you will be able 
likely to form some idea of the out- 
come. It is here no longer what can 
bring on a war this year, but how can 
war beavoided. The excitement over 
an expected war creates great inter- 
est in Constantinople, and the papers 
are eagerly sought as soon as they are 


out. 

The Latter-day Saints may feel to 
thank God for their situation—better 
incur the anger of men than the wrath 
of God. 

Brother Spori wrote me from Jaffa, 
on his way to Caifa. Iam waiting 
with greet interest to learn of his 
bors in that part of the vineyard. — 

It is often discouraging, but it is a 
satisfaction after all to warn the peo- 
ple and use every means possible to 
spread the Gospel, a me of glad 
tidings to the people if they would 
live so as to receive it. 

Please remember me kindly to all 
at 42.“ I fancied you would like to 
know something of the spirit of the 
times in these parts, so I have thus 
written you. 

Your brother in the covenant of 


J. M. Tanner. 


UTAH NEWS. 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 
Light crops are reported in Ogden and vicinity. 


Rabbits destroyed much of the grain 
Salt Lake City was reported 
on the 11th ult. | | 
The dry, hot summer has 
Great Salt Lake. 


entirely 


crop in some settlements of Southern 


free from diphtheria and scarlet fever 


been favorable for the salt trade on the shores of 
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the Black Sea, gréatly to England’s | 
chagrin. ‘There are so many compli- 
cations here that it is difficult to see 
how war can be avoided, and which 
of the great nations shall not be drawn 
into the whirlpool. The Great Pow- 
ers cannot endure Russia's policy | 
much and one of them cannot 
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The first passenger train was run over the Salt Lake and Fort Douglas 
Railway on the 10th ult, 

Mr. Spear, a bicyclist who is making a trip across the continent on his 
“silent steed,” has reached Utah. 

Mr. C. F. Monch, a native uf Germany, dropped dead in Salt Lake City on 
the 6th ult. from ‘paralysis of the heart. 

There is said to be more building going on in Ogden this season than there 
has been for the preceding three years. 

Tue coroner’s inquest on the body of OC. S. Whitney resulted in a verdict of 
suicide, while under temporary aberration of mind. 

Utah is to have a new penitentiary, and architects and contractors have 
been putting in plans and specifications for the same. 

The late Samuel J. Tilden was the owner of $300,000 in Utah Southern 
R. R. bonds, and drew $21,000 annually in interest from that road. 

The Senate confirmed H. P. Henderson as Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Utah in place of Powers, and W. G. Bowmans as Surveyor General. 

Lou Dibble, son of Father Dibble, of Springville, Utah County, accident- 
ally shot and killed himself ä while hunting near Ashley Fork, Uintah 
County. 

Fort Thornburgh, in Uintah in which waa s abandoned. a few years ago, 
is being re-established by the government. It will probably be named Fort 
Duchesne, 

Thomas T. Rutter, of West Weber, was accidentally . in the Weber 
River on the 12th ult. He was a native of England and had been in Utah 
about two years. 

Henry Pinner, a drummer for a cigar house in Salt Lake City, suicided by 
shooting himself in the head on the 5th ult. Financial embarrassment was 
the cause of the act. 

A wash out, caused by a 3 recently wrecked a train at Terrace, 
about 100 miles west of Ogden, on the enten Pacific R. R. Several 1 men 
were seriously injured. 

The long continued hot weather is causing some sickness in Logan, and the 
Utah Journal advises the people to take canyon trips and excursions into 
cool, mountainous regions. 

A barn, belonging to Mrs. Shaw, a widow lady of Paradise, Cache Co., was 
struck by lightning on the 8th ult. and entirely consumed with its contenta, 
which included thirty tons of hay. | 

Two new Wards have been organized in Salt Lake Stake, viz: Bluff Dale 
and Riverton, with Lewis H. Mousley as Bishop of the first, and Orria f. 
Miller Bishop of the last named. 8 

Mr. Hemenway, the incarcerated editor of the Oghes Herald, i is the recipi- 
ent of many kindly notices from his newspaper contemporaries, and of many 
little presents from his friends to ease the rigors of his imprisonment. 

Congress adjourned on the 5th ult. without doing anything in the way of 
anti-“ Mormon” legislation, and the crusaders, who expected the Territory to 
be turned over to their tender mercies, are correspondingly depressed. 


‘ 
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Clyde Cranney was drowned in Logan River on the 10th ult. while bathing 
with some companions in that stream. He was sixteen years of age, a very 
estimable boy, and a son of Dr, OCranney, a well known citizen of Logan. 


The People’s Party were everywhere successful in the late election. Even 
in the Symmit County district, where the non-“Mormons” are a majority, 
the voting was in favor of “Mormon” candidates, and good, honest and 

economical government. 


By the explosion of a box of giant caps in his hand, David Reese had his 
face badly lacerated, one of his hands blown off and the other so badly shat- 
tered that it had to be amputated. The accident o at the Adelia 
mine, North Star District, on the 5th ult. 


Mr. Ed. Hawa, of Logan, was recently bitten on the hand by a large rattle- 
snake in Logan canyon. The poison obtained considerable headway in his 
system before he received medical help, and his hand and arm became much 
swollen and gave him great pain. It is believed he will recover. 


Thomas Jackson and Sam. Newton engaged in a swimming match in the 
Jordan River, on the 8th ult. After swimming about 100 yards Jackson 
became helpless and was drowned, without any effort on the part of Newton 
to save him. Jackson was about sixty-five years of age and of intemperate 
habits, though lately he had been steadier. 


The signal service observer reports the highest temperature in Salt Lake 
City during the month of July last as 98-6, the lowest 51-4, and the mean for 
the month 78-3. Other temperatures much higher than this were reported 
from private sources, and were probably registered by thermometers in extra 
warm corners. There was not a cloudy day during the whole month. 


Our Utah exchanges contain highly commendatory notices of the late 
Samuel J. Tilden, of New York, who died on the 4th ult., and pronounced 
him one of America’s ablest and purest statesman. He was a brave and true 
friend to the oppressed people of Utah, and was familiar with the many 
wrongs and outrages to which they were subjected. 


George N awbold lost his life at the Almy coal mines, . on the 7th 
ult. He was running down two loaded cars, which became unmanageable 
through his inability to work the brakes, when they struck some other cars, 
throwing him off, and one of the trucks passed over him, nearly severing his 
head from his body. He was a native of England and leaves a wife and 
seven children. 


Brother Thomas Colburn, of Peterson, Morgan County, celebrated his 85th 
birthday on the 3rd of August, and was the pleased recipient of a surprise 
party. In a letter of acknowledgment he says: I é can hardly realize that I 
am an Octogenarian, but in reverting back I well remember scenes that 
transpired over eighty years ago. I embraced the Gospel in 1833, was 
baptized by Brigham Young, April 15th, enlisted in Zion’s Camp in 1834, 
traveled from Kirtland to Missouri and back, the most of the way on foot. 
My health is remarkable for a man of my age, for which I feel thankful. My 
desire is to live to see the ‘redemption of Zion.“ 
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